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Find homes like this
four-bedr oom, 2 � bath
bungalo w at 5040 W .
Grac e St . in Portag e Park
on Chic ago' s North west
Side, priced at $325, 000.

I was all set to write
another column a bout
the latest gloom y
prognostica tions f or
the housing mar ket,
but even I couldn't
stand it. 

Instead (with a polo-
gies to Jon Ste wart),
her e's your little mo-
ment of real esta te
Zen, all wrapped up
for Christmas and
Han ukkah gi ving:

The most expensi ve
proper ty listing in
Chica go these days is
an $18 million Lak e
For est mansion. F or

those of you k eeping score at home ,
we'r e talking 11 bedrooms and 11
baths , all sla ther ed in limestone and
making a rather impr essive architec-
tural statement on more than 5 lake-
fr ont acr es. Built in the ear ly 20th Cen-
tury for the daughter of Marshall Field
& Co. President John Shedd, the house
long was known as the site of memora-
ble soir ees, including one frolic with
the visiting Duke and Duchess of W ind-
sor. 

Its 27 fully r estor ed rooms are pr oof
tha t, yes, there's a parallel uni verse out
there . 

Lest you dash up there to walk
thr ough it, bear in mind that all w ould-
be buy ers (and their finances) are thor-

A little gift
of Zen for
the holidays

Mary
Umberger

On r eal 
estate

Please turn to Page 3

Snow test
Take adv antag e of this w eek' s fallout and
learn what can make your g arden look
even be tt er next y ear.

GARDEN, P AGE 5

The Marley legacy
The s t ar of John Gr ogan' s book ªMarley &
Meº (who is about to be immort alized on
the big scr een) would ha ve loved his
family' s new homeÐand new c anines.

SNOOP P ATROL , PAGE 8

All that glitters
Discov er the be aut y of bling f or
your home.

THE GOOD S, PAGE 4 

By Shaila W underlich
TRIBUNE REPORTER

Everybod y could use a little help now and then, espe-
ciall y when it comes to decorating. But not e very one can
affor d it. At least not in the traditional, hir e-someone-to-
transform-your-entir e-house sense. What many people
don't r ealiz e is that there are af fordab le ways to get pr o-
fessional-quality design adviceÐsome of them e ven fr ee. 

Designers for years ha ve been willing to customiz e

their fees and services according to a client's b udget.
This is especially true in today's economic c limate , when
even the most upscale interior designers are giving their
fee str uctur es a reality c heck. ªInterior designers ar e
having to r e-mark et themselves at the moment,º sa ys
Riv er For est interior designer Karen Sheridan. ªV ery
rarel y have I ever taken on a project that's less than a
whole house, but that may start to c hange.º 

Her e's a broad look at three dif fer ent ways to tap ex-
per t design helpÐfrom the r esour ceful (read: DIY and
affordab le) approac h to the ªmenuº mode of picking and
choosing select design services to the more traditional
(and more costly) pr ofessional-all-the-wa y r oute.

Creating that designer look doesn't
have to cost as much as a house.

Here are 3 ways to get that kind of
finesse on a variety of budgets

INSIDE: Mor e on mining 
3 le vels of design help. PAGE 6

A living room designed on scenecaster.c om using
re al pr oduct s do wnlo aded online. SCENECASTER.C OM 

Designer Angela Finne y-Hof fman helped D avid
Hernande z and T ereas a Surr at t display their
collec tions. ANTHONY R OBERT LA PENNA/TRIBUNE

Julie and Louis Buck sbaum
hir ed designer K ar en Sheridan
t o cr eat e easy-living s t yle f or
them. CHARLE S CHERNEY /TRIBUNE

 Executive Realty Consultants   Ô ECONOMIC STIMULUS Õ   I Will Pay You To Buy or Sell Your Home

 Tom Witt    773.770.2990 ext.10

 I would love to put your property here

 Buy or sell with us and
 you will be paid 1% 
 of the closing price.

 Call me today for details.*

 Search all listings  www.ericinc.info

 $50,000 Shopping 
 Spree to the lucky 
 buyer of this home.*
 *26Õ Lot & Extra Wide Interior
 *Limestone Mansion
 *6 Bedroom/4.5 Baths
 *4 Fireplaces
 *1,150 sq/ft Decks
 *Natural Stone Baths
 *Heated Floors - Front & Rear Yard 
 *3 Car Garage w/Roof Deck

 Was $2.3M
 Now $2.099M  2015 Wolcott

 $10,000 Shopping 
 Spree to the lucky 
 buyer of this home.*

 *Luxury Kitchen w/Granite, Maple
  & Stainless Steel
 *4 bedrooms-3.5 Baths
 *3 Full Levels of Supreme Finishings
 *4 Outdoor Decks & 2 Koy Ponds
 *2 Fireplaces
 *2 Car Garage

 Was $989K
 Now $949K

 *Must mention this ad*
 2664 Greenview
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